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@ rare blogd disorder that strikes mostly chifdren. Martin was diagnosed with the dispase jast
September, but she remains in remlssion after chemotherspy. Thraugh her effarts, Martin has
raised nearfy $25.000 for research, “She Bas such & great attitude about wamting ta help peo-
pie.” says Jeff Towghill, president of the Histiocytasis Association of America,
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Youngster turns hobby into dl%eabe—hg,htl ng fund-raise
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Sydney Martin, 11, of Wilmette displays the rock mecklaces she
makes and 52ils to ralse money for ressarch on histiocybesis, an
obocure bleod diserder that resembles cancer. Through her

efferts, Martin has ralsed nearly 525,000 for resvarch. She is
&lso @ surviver of the diszase.
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toaia, said Jeff Toughill,
prosidint of the LHistioey-
toaia Association of
Amoricw, The orphan dis-
#aae strikes ong in
200,000 people, so it
doean't dreaw large fadiral
or dras comproy Te-
searith grants, Taeghill
said.

Ther diresrse b= wmnased

by an overabundanes of
histiocytes, which are
part of & person's norrmal
immune syetem. In histi-
oyiosis, the caells run
uwmok, clumping und at-
tacking the bdvs own
Lissoe, 1t enn canse skin
and bone besions aml
damugre orpans and
stz P brain o
other parts of the central
nervors syl Tinggehill
said
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Harrowing experience
The family's journey
begzion in Sepleenbser with
8 gwelling on Sydney's
ey, whinsh dosiors ai
first chought was & ainos
ir b ine. Al il Gailed G
respond to antibiotics, a
U1 senin Tound vn oprres-
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skull neear ber eve socket.

Weeks of biopsies and
wiher Lestis pinpointed
her disgnosiz, which re-
sulled in six months of
chemotharapy with can-
vor drugs und high doses
of a sterid that often laft
Sydney focling wired snd
Jampy.

Mauking neckluces and
keeping an Ineerpet blog
that other affected ehil-
dren eoald read became
positive outlets in o diffi-
cullr timmie, Trwey Martin

said.
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dation gives out gop 1o
£450000) 5 youer nore
geureh, and much of it de-
premads o patients send
fumilies who become ad-
vioeates for ressarch.
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